THE   DEFENCE   OF  DEMOCRACY
with the power of conscious and peaceful self-trans-
formation.
So we reach a fundamental axiom: that democracy
is even more important to Socialism than Socialism
itself. If it is true, as Socialists believe, that such a
democratic society cannot continue to exist as a
democratic society unless it transforms itself into a
community of social justice, the inward necessity is
able to express itself without catastrophe or upheaval,
provided that a majority of its members have the
capacity to become conscious of that necessity and to
will to be obedient to it. If they have not, then
democracy is doomed. It well may be. But we must
remember that precisely because democracy is the
'final' form of conscious society, it will be reluctant to
take a leap in the dark. The democratic way is,
necessarily, the way of gradual reform and ameliora-
tion. A sudden economic and social revolution is really
inconceivable under democracy. On this level the
question that the near future will decide is whether
democracy can submit itself quickly or resolutely
enough to the necessary conditions, economic and
spiritual, of its own continued existence as a democracy.
One thing in the uncertain future seems fairly safe
to prophesy: that if the democratic system cracks in
Britain it will not be because of any intolerable ten-
sion created by the urgency of demands for Socialism
by the working class, or the stubbornness of the
resistance to it. Those many advanced Socialists who
hold it as a fixed article of belief that there will be
what Marx called 'a pro-slavery rebellion5 on the part
164